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SUB: HEAD OF STATE’S STATEMENT ON AIR-PIRACY 

1 . HEAD OF STATE AND CHAIRMAN OF SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL GENERAL 
ACHEAMPONG MADE FIRST GOG PUBLIC STATEMENT ON AIR-HIJACKING/AIR- 
PIRACY DURING HIS WELCOMING ADDRESS TO DELEGATES OF 45TH SESSION 
OF INTERPOL GENERAL ASSEMBLY BEING HELD IN ACCRA. 

2. HIS STATEMENT READS. AND WE QUOTE ACCURATELY: "MR. PRESIDENT... 

I LIKE TO DRAW YOU ATTENTION TO ONE AREA OF CONTEMPORARY VIOLENCE. 
AND THAT IS HI-JACKING WHICH IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS'AIR 
PIRACY'. AS LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, YOU SHOULD NOT NECE- 
SSARILY BE OCCUPIED WITH THE POLITICAL OVERTONES OF THIS TYPE OF 
CRIME. I AM PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH HI-JACKING AS A CRIME AND 
NOTHING ELSE. IT WILL BE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED IF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WILL DEVISE SOME MEANS WHICH CAN 
SURPRISE THE HI-JACKER AND TAKE THE WIND OUT OF HIS SAILS 
BEFORE HE IS ABLE TO STRIKE." 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS SPOKEN WITH GOG IN PAST ABOUT THIS 
ISSUE AND HAS BEEN HOPEFUL IT WOULD TAKE A STAND OF IT. GOG 
HAS BEEN ON THE VERGE OF TAKING SUCH A STAND SEVERAL TIMES, 

ONLY TO PULL BACK AT LAST MOMENT. THUS, WHILE THIS STATEMENT IS 
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BEGINNING AND SUGGESTS THAT GHANA MIGHT BE HELPFUL AT UN ON 
THIS AND RELATED ISSUES, I.E. FRG 
RESOLUTION ON TAKING OF HOSTAGES. 

LINEHAN 
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